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Cole Tomas Allen
was known as a tutor,

a gamer and ‘a godly
person’ before arrest.

By CONNOR SHEETS,
PAIGE ST. JOHN,

ALENE TCHEKMEDYIAN,
RUBEN VIVES AND
JAMES QUEALLY

Before authorities
charged him with attempt-
ing to assassinate Preskdent
Trump and top administra-
tion officlals in a brazen at-
tack at the Washington
Hilton, Cole Tomas Allen
lived what those who knew
him described as a quiet,
simple existence.

He worked as a tutor and
Emﬁmﬂdﬁommm&ngﬂ
and riding his blue seooter.
Acquaintances sald Allen
rarely talked about his polit-
Ieal views through much of
his adult life,

* But on soclal media, he
appears to have expressed
concerns about the morality
of U.S. policy, particularly its
role in the wars in Ukraine
and Iran.

Now, thoze who crossed
paths with him are strug-
gling to square the accusa-

From Caltech
grad to alleged
D.C. gunman

man they knew as an unas-
suming student, garmer and
teacher.

Allen grewup ina middle-
¢lass, suburban part of Tor-
rance, one of four siblings
who would each go on to
study at reputable universi-
tles. His parents were both
teachers and “really solid
members of their communi-
ty" according to Paul
Thompson, a Los Angeles
County prosecutor who lives
next door to the family’s two-
story house. Allen's father
knew many people on the
block of single-family homes
by theirfirst names, Thomp-
son said, and the suspect’s
mother once saved Thomp-
son'sdogwhenit ranintothe
road.

Az a high school junior,
Allen led Pacific Lutheran's
volleyball team in a three-set
win over Junipero Serra
High School. He was home-
schooled, but was allowed
viaa special program to take
aclassat Pacifle Lutheran in
Gardena and to play for its
respected squad, according
to the private school's prin-
cipal.

Allen was “a godly per-
son” who never cursed or
shared his political views at
the time, a former
m.ld The Times, but he'was
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Amid cuts to the arts, San Diego County St€psin

BY DEBORAH BRENNAN

San Diego County super-
visors plan to launch a new
artsand culture initiative, as
the city and federal govern-
ment are slashing arts fund-
Amg.

On Wednesday, County
Board of Supervisors Chair
Terra Lawson-Remer and
Vice Chair Monica Mont-
gomery Steppe announced
their proposaltospend upto
$275 million for arts pro-
grams the first year, with on-
going spending of $2.25 mil-
lion for several arts pro-
grams to serve the 3.3 mil-
lion people in San Diego
County's cities and unincor-
porated areas.

“We believe this will be
transformative,” Lawson-
Remer said. “It is the first
time the county is stepping
forward to provide public in-
vestment in arts and culture
for the entire county.”

‘The supervisors unveiled
their plan at the San Diego
County Administration
Center at Waterfront Park,
after children from the
Mainly Mozart Youth Or-
chestra played violin pleces
and breakdancers per-
formed gymnastic moves.

The county arts program
would include a $l-million
grant, program aimed at in-
dividual artists in areas with
limited cultural resources. It
would allocate $500,000 each

toimprove access tocreative
spaces and support an exist-
ing Black Arts and Culture
District, loeated in nine
blocks within the San Diego
community of Encanto,

The plan would also set
aside $250,000 each for bina-
tional arts collaboration in
the San Diego-Baja region
and an artist-in-residence
program to place local art-
ists within county depart-
ments, where they would
help devise creative solu-
tions to public challenges.

“This means that com-
munities where San Diegans
have been underserved in,
marginalized in the arts for
too long, will have support
and resources,” Lawson-Re-
mer said, speaking at a po-
dium where someone had
clipped a plush Mozart fig-
ure, a gift from the youth or-
chestra. “We're expanding
opportunities for artists, in-
creasing public access and
cultural experiences and
strengthening connections
across our entire diverse, in-
credible region.”

The five-member board
of supervisors will vote on
the proposal on Tuesday.

The proposed program
has been in the works for a
year, the supervisors said,
but its rellout coincides with
San Diego Mayor Todd Glo-
ria’s plan to eliminate an
$1L.8-million art grant pro-
gram and close a $146-mil-
lion hole in the city budget.

Arts and culture advocates
have opposed the proposed
cuts, which would slash city
arts funding by 85% and also
reduce spending on libraries
and recreation centers.

The county program isn't
a response to city budget
cuts, Montgomery Steppe
said, but she acknowledged
the writing was on the wall
as government agencies re-
treated from arts commit-
ments.

The federal government
under President Trump's
administration last year re-
voked money that was previ-
ously awarded to local non-
profits through the National
Endowment for the Arts.
Artists are also being
“pushed to the margins” by
rising costs, limited access
to capital, unstable income
and lack of affordable work
and living spaces, the super-
visors stated in the staff re-
port for the proposal.

“gan Diego County’s arts
and eulture ecosystemisata
eritical moment,” Mont-
gomery Steppe sald, “We've
all witnessed the resilience
of our artists and cultural
workers over the past years,
as their livelihood has been
challenged through pan-
demic shutdowns and shift-
ing publie priorities. But to-
day, we are also facing a new
challenge of soclety stepping
back from its long-standing
commitment to the arts.”

Jared Osoria, a principal
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dancer with San Diego Bal-
let, sald his organization lost
$10,000 last year that the Na-
tional Endowment for the
Arts appropriated and then
revoked. The county arts
program could help the bal-
let company buy new audio
visual equipment for re-
hearsal studios, cover other
supplies and offer free ballet
classes to students in San
Ysidro and City Helghts.

“This puts shoés on gur
dancers’ feet,” Osoria said.
“It gives us a better budget
for props for our main stage
productions. It ensures that
our ‘Nutcracker' continues
vear after year.”

Alex Villafuerte, execu-
tive director of the Pacific
Arts Movement, which pro-
duces the San Diego Asian

Film Festival, said the fed-
eral endowment awarded
his organization 325,000 last
year, but then clawed back
the money.

“Last year was the first
year that it had been re-
scinded with no explanation
and no chance for us to take
a rebuttal or have them re-
consider, and we assume it's
largely because of the execu-
tive onders around diver-
sity," he said.

Then film festival spon-
sors reversed their grants,
pulling another $50,000 after
telling organizers that they
were concerned the dona-
tions would run afoul of fed-
eral rules restricting diver-
sity, equity and inclusion
programs, Because of that,
the organization brought in

maln festival and scaled
2%‘* its 3&1"'“5 showease

M SeVen 1o three days, Vil-
lafuerte said. s

Ramel Wallace, founder
and chief executive of the
Holyfleld, an organization
that supports storytelling,
music and education, said
the county’s contribution is
agood start. But he sald art-
ist communities have to be-
come more self-sufficient
through grassrootsfinancial
structures such as rotating
savings and credit associa-
tions and savings circles
that share capital among
members. “Right now, peo-
ple are going to have to cre-
ate solidarity economics, mi-
croeconomics in ourindivid-
ual communities, because
we can't alway$ look to the
powers thatbe,” he said.

Arts  advocates  dis-
missed the idea thatartisa
luxury, arguing that invest-
ing in the arts boosts com-
munity well-being, supports
tourism and spurs economic
development.

“The arts are not a luxu-
ry; they are a public good,”
said Gaidi Finnie, executive
director of the San Diego Af-
rican-American Museum of
Fine Art. “They're jobs,
they're small businesses,
theyre education, they're
mental health.”

Brennanwrites for
CalMatters.
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